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  Suffolk Beekeepers’ 
Association 

www.suffolkbeekeepers.co.uk 
(An Area Association of the British Beekeepers’ Association) 

 

       ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Kindly hosted by Leiston & District Beekeepers Association 

Wednesday 14th March 2018, 
at the Fromus Centre, Seaman Avenue, Saxmundham IP17 1DZ 

starting at 7.30pm 

 

Minutes 
 
 

# Item 

1 Apologies:  
Derek & Una Warren, Bob Spruce, Stella Zethraeus, Laurie Wiseman, Joy Allen 

2 Minutes of the 2017 AGM:  
Reviewed & Approved 

3 Any matters arising from the minutes of the last AGM:   
No matters raised, minutes approved by attendees 

4 Amendment to the constitution:  
None 

5 Presentation of Reports:  
The reports were circulated prior to the meeting so not read out at the AGM. A summary of the Chair 
& Treasurer reports were relayed and other reports commented on. 
a) Chairman (Alan Seager): Leiston had their 70th anniversary this year. Our education secretary has 

been running a study group to revise for the modules which has been successful. Other 
associations may want to think about replicating that in other areas. On the 24Mar the Bee Day 
will be held. The main event is the Suffolk Show, run by Sue Horrex last year – this was very 
successful. Planning is underway for the current show under the new Show Chair Joy Allen. AS 
stated that the SBKA is fully compliant with the new GDPR due to be implemented in May’18. PW 
has created a number of online tools e.g. booking events – this is an effective and efficient way to 
organise events and to do analysis on the event itself and saves time for our volunteers.  

b) Treasurer (Paul White): The aim of the SBKA is to break even, we hope that events will be self-
sustaining and do not want to charge more than we absolutely have to. The budget for 2018 is the 
same as 2017. BBKA costs will go up next year which will trigger an increase in membership fees in 
2019. Made a small profit on the feed selling (£170).  
Approval & adoption of the 2017 Accounts: Proposer – JQ, Seconded CP, Approved by all attendees 

c) ADM Report: Various topics were hotly debated at this year’s ADM. Our ADM rep presented one 
issue for debate regarding transparency of accounts.  

d) Suffolk Show: Visitor numbers were down this year. Changes to layout introduced to encourage 
visitors to go round the tent one-way and also honey tasting. Number of entries to honey show 
were slightly up, despite the retirement of one of our most prolific members which bodes well for 
this coming year. 
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# Item 

6 Presentation of Trophies: 
Sylvester Challenge Cup:  the branch with the most members, by percentage, passing the Basic 
Assessment,   
Winner: Leiston - received by Chris Poupard - presented by Alan Seager 
Martin Rosebowl: awarded for services to Beekeeping and the Association  
Winner: Penny Robertson - presented by Chris Poupard 
Buckland Bowl: awarded to the beekeeper with most points from all shows. 
Winner: Jeremy Quinlan - presented by Alan Seager    
Runner –up:  Zac Blackmore - presented by Alan Seager    
NB: Congratulations go to Zac Blackmore who won the light honey class @ the 2017 National Honey 
Show. 

7 Election of Officers:  
1. President: Laurie Wiseman nominated. Proposer – Zac Blackmore, seconded Jane Corcoran, all in 

favour 
2. Chairman: Ian McQueen nominated. Proposer – Helen Davies, seconded Chris Poupard, all in 

favour 
3. Vice Chairman: Alan Seager nominated. Proposer - Jackie McQueen, seconded Jeremy Quinlan, all 

in favour  
4. Hon Treasurer – Paul White nominated. Proposer – Helen Davies, seconded Chris Poupard, all in 

favour  
5. Hon Secretary – Helen Davies nominated. Proposer – Stewart Spinks, seconded Ian McQueen, all in 

favour 

8 Appointment of Examiner of Accounts:  
Nic Pavitt appointed 

9 County Secretary's Notices: 
None 

10 AOB: 
Jeremy Quinlan: The Asian Hornet is on its way to the UK. Please check you are on Beebase and check 
the details, volunteer to be a sentinel apiary, put out traps and check every day. If you can’t check 
every day best not to put the traps out as you may kill the European hornets which is not desirable. 
Stewart Spinks: Has Asian hornets to look at. Will be handing out plasticised sheets with hornet 
pictures and info on it for storing in a hive roof for easy reference in case you have suspicious visitors! 

11 Chairman's closing remarks: 
Thanks go to Leiston for hosting the AGM and providing a (very good) buffet 

12 Vote of Thanks: 
The Chairman thanked all present for attending, and closed the meeting. 
Chris Poupard then introduced Derek Jones of DJ Wines, Monks Soham for a talk on fruit wine & mead 
making, to be followed by a Mead Tasting.  

 
 


